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Subject: Categorical Exclusion Review of Ancillary Activities Notice, BP Exploration (Alaska)
Inc. (BPXA), 2014 Winter Geotechnical and Seabottom Investigation

A Categorical Exclusion Review (CER) was used to evaluate the activities described in the
ancillary activity notice, and we have determined the activities: (1) are eligible for categorical
exclusion under 516 DM 15.4C; (2) do not implicate any extraordinary circumstances; and (3)
therefore, will not have a significant effect on the human environment.

Description of BPXA's Proposed Ancillary Activities

BPXA's noticed ancillary activities include drilling up to twenty 8-10 inch boreholes, deploying
a remote operated vehicle (ROV), and conducting Cone Penetration Tests (CPT) in the Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS), with the following objectives:

• Provide soils information for the possible future pad locations

• Provide soils information for evaluating proposed pipeline routing

• Provide a visual inspection of the sea bottom environment

Information about BPXA's noticed ancillary activities in the Beaufort Sea OCS was obtained
from their 2014 Winter Geotechnical & Seabottom Investigation Project Description / Plan of
Operations (dated December 18,2013); Request for Letter of Authorization for the Incidental
Take of Polar Bears and Pacific Walrus, and Request to Take Polar Bears by Harassment
(Deterrent Activities) while conductingactivities in Foggy Island Bay, Alaska; and BPXA Spill
Emergency Response Plan (dated March 11, 2013).

Within the period beginning March 2014 and continuing through early May 2014, BPXA
advised it intends to conduct ancillary activities within the Liberty Unit and portions of the Duck
Island Unit, as well as non-unit areas. The work would include two types of activities: (1)
collecting soils information by drilling up to twenty 8-10 inch geotechnical boreholes from sea
ice to depths of 100 feet below the seabottom; (2) possible seabottom inspection using a
remotely operated vehicle (ROV); and 3) CPT. The CPT's entail advancing thecone from the












